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United States Department of rhe lnterior
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

RECIAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT
BROOKS TOWERS

A , 
1020 l5TH STREET

^ DENVER, COLORADO 80202UUT'6 I

February  6 ,  1990

MEI'TORANDUI{

TO: Peter A. Rut ledge, Chief
Federal  Programs Oivis ion

a-*nti4 c&;,_/,_^rHRouGH : Ranvir bffifi ;--CnH--T 
-

Federal Lands Branch

FROM: Richard Holbrook, project Manager
Federal Lands Branch

SU&]ECT: Recommendation for Termination of Federal\perrnit
ur-0003 for coastar states Energy companyrs skyrine
Mine, Carbon and Emery Counties; Utah

Recommendation

I recommend terminat ion of  Federal  pennit  UT-OOO3, issued on June
20,  1980,  for  Coasta l  Sta tes  Energy Companyrs  Sky l ine mine.  My
recommendation is based on the existence oi the Utan cooperati ie
agreement which provides for the delegat ion to the Utah biv is ion
of oi I ,  Gas and Mining (DocM) of  the perni t t ing responsibi l i t ies
for operat ions on Federal  lands pursuant to sei t ion sz3 of the
Surface Mining Control  and Reclamation Act of  Lg77 (SMCRA) ;  the
issuance of the Utah State permit  AcT/ OO7 /  005 in accordance with
the Utah State program and cooperative agreement; incorporation
of al l  necessary Federal  perrni t  condit ions in the State perrni t ;
and the approved mining plan for Federal  leases U-o2O3o5; U-
o44o76 ,  u -0L42235  |  u -0L457o ,  u -0731  20 .  A t t ached  t o  t h i s
memorandum are the appl icable standard condit ions of  approval  of
the Skyl ine mine rnining pl?n approved by the Assistant-Secretary.
These condit ions were. previously incorporated in the Federal
perrnit. Notwithstanding the termination of the Federal permit, 

' '

these condlt ions wi l l  remain in ful l  force and effect .

Utah DOGM has reviewed the permit application package (pAp) for
the Skyline mine under the Utah State program, the Federal lands
program (30 cFR chapter vrr ,  subchapter D),  and the utah
cooperat ive  agreement  (30 CFR 944.30)  and has issued the Utah
state perni t  AeT/o9z/o05 author iz ing surface coal  mining and
reclamation operat ions on Federal  and non-Federa1 lands 

-  
in the

permit area pursuant to the State program and cooperative
ag reemen t .  A  copy  o f  t he  bond  in  the  amoun t  o f  $Z ,Z2S,OOOI
payable to the United States and the State of  Utah, is on f i le
with the of f ice of  Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
(osM).
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This permit  terminat ion is categorical ly excluded from the
Nat ional  Environmental  PoI icy Act (NEPA) process because the
Federal permit and mining plan approval were previously covered
by the NEPA process ( i .e . ,  oSM's  Env i ronmenta l  Assessment  and
Finding of  No signi f  icant rmpact dated June z ,  t -98o )  .

oSM is  present ly  consu l t ing wi th  the U.s .  F ish and wi ld l i fe
service to update the informat ion related to the ef fect  of  the
skyl ine nine.nining operat ions on endangered species. However,
this act ion is not discret ionary;  and thereforL, is not subject
to the reguirements of  Sect ion 7 of  the Endangered Species Act.

f I .  Background

The Skyline underground coal mine is located in Carbon and Emery
Count ies,  Utah, 4 mi les southwest of  Scof ield.  The mine has been
in operat ion since 1980. The total  permit ted area of the Skyl ine
mine contains about 6400 acres ,  of  wnicn about 6L7s acres ar!  in
the nining plan approval  area for Federal  leases U-o20305,
u-04 4o7 6  ,  U-0 L42235,  U-01,4  57 O,  U-0 7  3L2O .

The Skyline mine rnining plan was approved under the Federal lands
program on June 20, L980. Since that approval  there have been no
min ing p lan modi f ica t ions.

oSM's Albuguerque Field Of f  ice sras consulted on January 24 ,  l -990,
and has indicated that no pending enforcement actions are
associated with the Federal  permit  for the Skyl ine mine.

The Federal  permit  contained L7 special  condit ions, al l  of  which
were sat isf ied. The standard condit ions of  the exist ing mining
plan approval are appended to this memorandum as Attachment A,

f I f .  Approva l

I  approve the terminat ion of  Federal  permit  .UT-ooo3, issued on
June 20,  L980 '  fo r  the Sky l ine mine.  The app l icab le  s tandard
condit ions of  the mining plan approved by tha Assistant Secretary
on June 20 ,  1"98 0  ,  fo r  Federa l  leases u-02 03 05 ,  u-o  4407 6  ,
U-0L42235,  U-0L457O,  U-073L2O are appended as At tachment  A and
remain in full force and effect notwithstanding this permit
terminat ion approval .

Ch ie f ,  Federa l
Western Field

Programs Division
Operations

Date

Attachments
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Cond i t i ons  o f  M in ing  p lan  Approva l
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

This  document  conta ins  the app l icab le  cond i t ions o f  approva l  o f
the sky l  ine  mine min ing pran approved.  on June 20 ,  19 8  

-o ;  
f  o r

Fede ra l  l eases  u -020305 ,  u -044o76 ,  u -0L42235 ,  U -OL457O I  U -073L2O.
Coastal  States Energy Company is hereinafter referred to as the
operator .

l .  S ta tu tes  and  Regu la t i ons .  - -Th i s  m in ing  p lan  app rova l  i s
i s sued  pu rsuan t  t o  Fede ra l  l eases  U -02O3O5 ,  U -044O761
U-0L42235 t  U -0L457Ot  U -073L2O;  t he  M ine ra l  Leas ing  Ac t  o f
L92O,  as  amended  (30  U .S .C .  181  e t  seq .  )  ;  and  i n  t he  case  o f
acgu i red lands,  the Minera l  Leas ing Act  for  Acqui red Lands
o f  L947 ,  as  amended  (30  U .S .C .  351  e t  seg . ) .  Th i s  m in i ng
p lan  app rova l  i s  sub jec t  t o  a l l  app l i cab le  regu la t i ons  o f
the Secretary  o f  the In ter ior  wh ich are  now or  hereaf ter  in
force;  and a I I  such regu la t ions are  made a par t  hereof .  The
operator  sha l l  comply  wi th  the prov is ions o f  the Water
Po l l u t i on  Con t ro l  Ac t  ( 33  U .S .C .  l - 151  e t  s€g . ) ,  t he  C lean
A i r  Ac t  ( 42  u . s . c .  74oL  e t  S€e . ) ,  and  o the r -app l i cab re
Federa l  l aws .

The  cu r ren t  m in ing  p lan  cove rs  a l l  o r  pa r t s  o f  Federa l
l eases  u -02o305 ,  u -044o76 ,  u -0L42235 ,  u -014570 ,  U -073LzO,  as
desc r ibed  be low :

Townsh ip  13  Sou th ,  Ranqe  6  Eas t  ,  S IJ { ;

Sec .  10 :  SL /2 ;
Sec .  l - 1 :  SL / zS t / 2 i
Sec . - l3j---4,ots 1-g (WL/ Z) i
Sec  .  L4 :  A11 ;
Sec .  15 :  A11  ;
Sec  .  22 :  A I l ;
Sec  .  23 :  A11 ;
S e c .  2 4 2  N W L / 4 ,  W L / Z S W L /  ,  p a r t  o f  E L / Z S W L / 4 ,

Par t  o f  Nwl - /4NwL/4SEL/  4  i
sec .  25:  Par t  o f  w l /  zwL/  z  ,  Par t  o f  wr /  2NEr /4Nw1 /  4  i
S e c  .  2 6 :  A I l ;
Sec .  27 :  A I1 ,  exc lud ing  Lawrence  Reservo i r ;
Sec .  34 :  A I I ,  exc lud ing  Lawrence  Reservo i r ;
sec .  352  wL /Z ,  wL /zNEr /  ,  Pa r t  o f  EL /2NEL /4 ,  pa r t  o f sEL /  4  ;

as  shown on the map appended hereto  as  Exh ib i t  A .
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The operator  sha l I  conduct  coa l  deve lopment  and min ing
operat ions on ly  as  descr ibed in  the complete  permi t
app l ica t ion package,  and approved by the Utah Div is ion o f
o i l ,  Gas  and  M in ing ,  excep t  as  o the rw ise  d i rec ted  i n  t he
cond i t i ons  o f  t he  m in ing  p lan  app rova l  as  con ta ined  he re in .

The operator  sha1 l  cornp ly  w i th  the terms and condi t ions o f
the leases,  the approved rn in ing p lan,  and the requ i rements
of  the Utah Permi t  number  ACT/OO7/005 issued under  the Utah
State  program,  approved pursuant  to  the Sur face Min ing
Con t ro l  and  Rec lama t i on  Ac t  o f  L977  (30  U .S .C .  1201  e t
seq .  )  .

Th i s  m in ing  p lan  app rova l  sha l l  be  b ind ing  on  any  pe rson
conduct ing coa l  deve lopment  or  min ing operat ions under  the
approved  m in ing  p lan  and  sha11  rema in  i n  e f fec t  un t i l
supe rseded ,  cance l l ed ,  o r  w i thd rawn .

f f  du r ing  m in ing  ope ra t i ons  un iden t i f i ed  p reh i s to r i c  o r
h is tor ic  resources are  d iscovered,  the operator  sha l l  ensure
that  the resources are  not  d is turbed and sha l l  not i fy  Utah
Div is ion o f  Oi I ,  Gas and Min ing and OSM. The operator  shaL l -
take  such  ac t i ons  as  a re  requ i red  by  U tah  D iv i s ion  o f  o i l ,
Gas and Min ing in  coord inat ion wi th  OSM.

5 .
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Exhibi t  A
MTNTNG PI,AN APPROVAL AREA MAP

SkyI ine Mine
Carbon and Emery Count ies ,  Utah

Federal perrnit  ur-ooo3 Termination
conditiofr Minins 
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